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Gerald Francis Britz
May 23, 1923-----October 18, 2006

by Fr. Art Baranowski

We had different names for this man: Fr. Britz, Gerald, Gerry, Uncle Ge-
rald, Uncle Gerry.  When he left you a message on a telephone answering
machine, he usually said “This is Britz”.  For most of us at St. Chris, this
man was the one and only Fr. Britz.

In these last 12 years, what did God do for us through Fr. Britz?  The
prayer for All Saints Day speaks of our calling, the calling of each bap-
tized person, to be “the living gospel for all to hear”. Gospel means good
news. Each of us is God’s Good News to the rest of the Church and to
the world.  Perhaps, my speaking about how Fr. Britz was a living gospel
would help us to believe our own calling from God.

The most impressive way (to me) that Fr. Britz was God’s Good News
was that he could give love but also receive love. Being able to receive
love from others sometimes is harder than giving love, especially for
men.  When he spoke of Georgia, the niece he was like a father to, you 
could tell his heart was involved.  He let siblings and nephews and nieces
into his life.   He enjoyed their company and countless meals. He spoke
of them with great personal engagement.

The hard guy exterior was mostly an exterior. There was a very caring
man there and he found room for many people. Gerry was not sentimen-
tal and would not cry easily—the tough guy exterior took care that did
not happen.  But, he was personally and emotionally tied to people he
loved in his family and beyond his family, too. 

The other good news God gave us through Britz was that God uses us the
way we are but makes us better than we are.  Gerry was real about peo-
ple—about their motives and about their pretenses, especially if people
were the decision makers and arrogant.  He was raised in tough times
right in the middle of a family of eight, the first boy. Yet, if you were
hurting in any way, Gerry would go out to you. He always had a heart
for the poor or the suffering.

(Continued on page 2)

Lector Meeting

Today

Sunday, October 22 

1:30-3:30 p.m. 

This Sunday’s Gospel
Mark 10, 35-45

James and John are caught on the
glory part of following Jesus.
Christ speaks clearly to them and to
us that his glory comes from drink-
ing of his cup and being baptized
with his baptism. That cup and that
baptism is the perfect union Christ
has with his Father, a union of ab-
solute obedience.  That obedience
will lead to much suffering and a 
brutal death.  Only through that
obedience will come glory.

1. We all have a tendency to look
for the easy way.  Talk about a
time when you took the harder
way or took a hard stand be-
cause it was the right thing to
do.

2. What might God be asking of
you right now in your life that
you would rather not have to
do?  What or who will help you
follow through?

3. When has God brought you to
life through suffering or loss?

Next Sunday’s Readings
Jeremiah 31:7-9

Hebrews 5:1-6

Mark 10:46-52
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WEEKLY  

CALENDAR

Sunday, October 22, 2006 
9:30 a.m. Baby/Toddler Sitting 
             10 months –3 yrs. 
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church 
             3 yrs. –Kindergarten  
10:45 a.m. Rel. Ed. 1st-8th Grades 
10:45 a.m. RCIA 
1:30 –3:30 p.m. Lector Mtg.  
3:30—6:30 p.m. Spaghetti Dinner 
6:30 p.m. Quest Leaders 
7:00 p.m. Quest H.S. Youth Group 

Monday, October 23, 2006 
7:00 p.m. Evening of Pentecost  

Wednesday, October 25, 2006

4:00-5:15 p.m. 1st-6th Grades 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 7th & 8th Grades  
7:00 p.m. CRHP Women’s Team 

Thursday, October 26, 2006 
6:00 p.m. Pastoral Musicians 
7:00 p.m. CRHP Men’s Team 

Saturday, October 28, 2006 

4:00 p.m. Reconciliation 

Sunday, October 29, 2006 
9:30 a.m. Baby/Toddler Sitting 
             10 months –3 yrs. 
9:30 a.m. Children’s Church 
             3 yrs. –Kindergarten  
10:45 a.m. Rel. Ed. 1st-8th Grades 
10:45 a.m. RCIA 
12:30 p.m. Dominican Republic 
             Information  Mtg./ Rm. 1 
1:30-3:30 p.m. Eucharistic Ministers 
                           Mtg. 
6:30 p.m. Quest Leaders 
7:00 p.m. Quest H.S. Youth Group 

Remember to Keep in Your 
Prayers 
Rita Mozal, Mary Winkel, Jean 
Brockdorff, Jerry Hurley, Debbie 
Robb, Marian Dunn, Mary Toth, 
Amy Lynn Hess, Arthur Rogulski, 
Raymond Hulbert, Lorraine Rubbel, 
K a t h l e e n  N e u m a n n ,  B o b 
Danhousen, Donald Burgett, Sr., 
David Renshaw, Michael Healey, 
Mae Ward, Jose Ramirez, Jeremy 
Grzech, Kevin Shaw, Gayle Smith,  
Leo & Betty Visga, Ralph & Nancy 
Ceglarek, Dorothy Smarch, Barbara 
Rumley, Dorothy Horn, Maria 
Miller, Bill Soboleski, Elizabeth 
Wessel, Maureen Pochodylo, Greg 
Riley, Lori Charette, Helen Ferris, 
Albert Kubek, Kathy & Karen 
Carty, Kyle Clayton, Patrick 
McCarthy, Loreen Metheny, Helen 
Senik, Florence Ferris, Marlene 
Konik, Mary Blessinger, Dominic, 
Gino & Jordan Pecoraro,  Russel 
Rumsey, Barbara Stockwell, 
Harvey Brodeur, Mary Hodges, 
Kyle Stivers and those who care for 
them.

St. Christopher Church 

“Memorial Fund” 

gratefully acknowledges gifts 
in loving memory of
Doris Johnsick Godi

Eucharistic Minister Meeting

Sunday, October 29 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

Spaghetti Dinner 

Today! 

October 22   3:30– 6:30 p.m. 

St. Christopher Social Hall

Adults-$6.00  
Children (5-10)$3.00 

4 & under Free 

All proceeds go to our sister parish in 

the Dominican Republic 

(Continued from page 1) 

God used Fr. Britz’s personality to help bring down the arrogant and to 
comfort and care for broken people. 
The Best News from God is that God always is making the Church better.  
And, God continually is forming each of us, if we let God mold us.   
Look at Fr. Britz!  He had a lot of ego and a great need to control things.  
He tried very hard to make life fit his terms.  But, gradually his ego was 
replaced by a love and a trust in God.  God broke through his defenses bit 
by bit and, most importantly, Gerry allowed God to break through.  The 
directed retreats at Loyola House in Guelph, Ontario were important and 
so were some of the losses in his life—the deaths of siblings and parents, 
and being in charge of a parish.  Retirement helped, too, because he had 
time to connect to the most important people he loved and no parish to 
manage and control.  

I have known Gerry Britz for 40 years and known him closely since 
1970.  His best years were these last 10 years when he was most open to 
what God was doing in his life and in the Church.  Fr. Britz was most 
available to God in this last time of his life.   St. Christopher’s Parish 
Community had him for the best years.  Make sure you take time to no-
tice how God gave us his Good News through this holy priest who served 
the Church here.   

How is God forming us as a Church through Fr. Britz?   What gifts did 
God give to us and to you through Gerald Francis Britz?  How is God 
working in and through you to be the living gospel?   

Do you want to represent St. 
Christopher’s Parish to the pa-

rishioners of our sister parish in 
the Dominican Republic?  We are 
going  March 8-15, 2007. 

Information Meeting  
Sunday, October 29 

12:30 P.M. 
Room 1 

Our team includes: 

adults, teens at least 16 yrs. old, 

one medical person and 

2 Spanish interpreters .



St. Christopher, Marysville Page 3 

Weekend Liturgy 
October 28 & 29,  2006 

Day/Time Saturday, 5:00 p.m. Sunday, 8:00 a.m. Sunday, 9:30 a.m. Sunday, 11:30 a.m. 

Mass
Intention 

Parishioners of  
St. Christopher 

Walt & Barbara 
Perz
by their daughters 
Alan Conley  
by his family   

Dennis Krueger  
(8 yrs)  
by his family 

Grace & Roman 
Dropeski
by Ron & Pauline 
Smarch 

Fr. Baranowski Fr. Baranowski Fr. Baranowski Fr. Baranowski 

Lector Joe Ellery 
Traci Rumsey 

Joe Pavlov 
Nancy Trudell 

Martin Fraschetti 
Karen Fraschetti 

Don Jewell 
Rachel Sass 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Donna Landschoot 
Jack Quinlan 
Vince Pecoraro 
Judy Pecoraro 
Mike King 

Roman Lautner 
Myrt Lautner 
Elizabeth Moore 
Barb Stocker 
Rollin Stocker 

Julie Lee 
Julia Szczygiel 
Kathy DeVigili 
Dieter  DeVigili 
Beth Graham 
Richard Clark 
Mary Bixler 

Lisa Jones 
Kathleen Moore 
Gary McCallumore 
Joanne Wesch 
Cheryl Azarcon 
Terri Landschoot 
Pauline Smarch 

Cantor Greg Kobe Connie Kettlewell Kathy Roehl Mark Privette 

Altar 
Servers 

Ryan Watson 
Joe Rogers 

Joel Orchard Michael Schultz 
Stephanie Erb 

Kyle Hercliff 

Hospitality
Ministers 

Jerry & Lorraine 
Frendt 
Mike Kapus 
Steven Ginther 

Kraig, Nancy, 
Kraig & Nate 
Hohf 

Charlie Peyerk 
Don & Julie Wilson 
Mindy Lepine 

Sam, Karen & Nick 
Militello 
Kim, Ryan & Allison 
Champion 

Coffee & 
Donuts 

Steve & Jenny 
Ginther 

Dan & Rita 
Jaworski 

Al & Margaret 
Langolf 

Patrick & Carol 
Hudson 

Weekday Mass Intentions 
October 23, 2006 – October 27, 2006 

Monday, 9:00 a.m. No Mass

Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. Margaret Eagen, by the Howards & Taylors 

Wednesday, 9:00 a.m.   Bernard Shafran, by Maureen Tavarozzi 

Thursday, 9:00 a.m. Parishioners of St. Christopher

Friday, 9:00 a.m. Mr. & Mrs. William Taylor, by Tom O’Brien Family 

Financial Stewardship At 

St. Christopher’s 
Oct. 14 & 15……...….$8,832.92 
Children……………..……..2.29
Prop. Of  Faith…...…….1525.00 

Readings for the Week  

        of October 22, 2006 

Sunday, Oct. 22             
Is 53:10-11 
Heb 4:14-16 
Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45 

Monday, Oct. 23            
Eph 2:1-10 
Lk 12:13-21 

Tuesday, Oct. 24

Eph 2:12-22 
Lk 12:35-38 

Wednesday, Oct. 25      
Eph 3:2-12 
Lk 12:39-48 

Thursday, Oct. 26         
Eph 3:14-21 
Lk 12:49-53 

Friday, Oct. 27

Eph 4:1-6 
Lk 12:54-59 

Saturday, Oct. 28         

Eph 2:19-22 
Lk 6:12-16 

Next Sunday, Oct. 29    
Jer 31:7-9 
Heb 5:1-6 
Mk 10:46-52 

World Mission Sunday 
Today, World Mission Sunday, with 
Catholic of the world, we are called 
to offer our prayers and our generous 
financial support, through the Propa-
gation of the Faith, to continue the 
mission of the Lord– to help the poor 
and suffering experience the healing 
love and peace of Jesus. 

$25 helps support a catechist for a 
month 
$75 provides for the work of Sisters 
$100 is a month’s help for a mission 
parish 
As always, your prayers are your 
most treasured gift to the Missions. 

Widowed Friends Dinner 
   Widowed Friends of the Archdio-
cese of Detroit invites widowed of 
all ages to attend a family style din-
ner on Friday, November 10, at the 
American Polish Cultural Center, 
located on the northwest corner of 
15 Mile (Maple) and Dequindre, in 
Troy. Enter through the Dequindre 
side door. Social time begins at 5 p.
m., with dinner at 6 p.m. The cost is 
$13 (cash), payable at the door, and 
includes tax and gratuity. RSVP by 
November 8 to Pat at 586-416-
2542, Bonnie at 586-786-6374, or 
Sue at 248-547-1782. 
    A Day of Reflection and Inspira-
tion will be held at St. Columban 
on Saturday, November 11, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The cost of $14 in-
cludes box lunch and beverages. 
Register before November 7 by 
calling JoAnn at 248-478-1084 or 
Mary at 586-781-9490. 

Stewardship Thought...
All discipleship involves mission.  
The bishop’s pastoral letter on 
stewardship reminds us, “Every 
member of the Church is called to 
evangelize, and the practice of au-
thentic Christian stewardship in-
evitably leads to evangelization.”



15-0225

Gary’s 
Tax Service

YEAR-ROUND SERVICE
110 E. Huron Blvd., Marysville

(810) 364-7641
Bookkeeping, Electronic Filing

Fed, State & City Returns

Mon.-Sat. 10-8
Sunday By Appt.

FOUR STAR RESTAURANT
1834 Gratiot, Marysville, MI

364-6950

Patricia J. LaFave, PhD, Psychologist
Individual, Marital & Family Counseling

6602 Lakeshore Rd., Lakeport
810-385-8331

GARY’S COLLISON
GARY LEVITT * OWNER
810-329-2284
1920 FRED MOORE HWY.
PO BOX 101
ST. CLAIR, MICHIGAN 48079

6385 King Rd 765-5555

CALL FOR FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIALS

EDWARD J. NEBEL, M.D.
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON,

BOARD CERTIFIED
SPECIALIZING IN:

HIP, KNEE, SHOULDER
PROBLEMS

TOTAL JOINT RECONSTRUCTION
PORT HURON

810-982-9911

ST. CLAIR

810-326-2663

River District
Family Practice
4014 River Road
Suite 6
East China
(810) 329-6677

Charles Nowak, D.O.
Local physician and
St. Christopher’s parishioner
Accepting New Patients!

Accepting New Patients!

Robert Camara, DO
810/364-0692

1146 Gratiot Blvd

CARPET FURNITURE BLINDS DRAPERY DUCT CLEANING

Duraclean
Michael Bacheller, Owner

(810) 982-7044 Port Huron

®

DONALD J. TOUSIGNANT,

D.D.S.
1100 Michigan Blvd. Marysville

(810) 364-9300

Office Hours by 
Appointment
Evening & 
Weekends
Available

Family
DENTISTRY

Algonac    New Baltimore    Marine City
Richmond     Marysville     St. Clair

Contractor Warehouse
www.thebestlumberyard.com
“Let’s Build Together!” ™

Fresh Air
Heating and Air Conditioning

(810)364-0052

“Fixed Fast, Fixed Right!”®

Furnaces • Gas Piping
Water Heaters • Air Conditioning

Indoor Air Filtration

PERFORMANCE
CAR WASH

Touchless Automatic & Self Serve
150 N. Range Rd. - Marysville

1025 Gratiot Blvd. - Marysville
3208 Lapeer Rd. - Port Huron

MARYSVILLE   K of C   HALL
BINGO

4521 Ravenswood, Kimball
(810) 364-6800

www.marysvillekofc.org
Weddings, Showers, Funeral Luncheons, 

Bingo, Business Meetings

ST. CLAIR LANDINGS
3345 Military St • Port Huron
Senior Living (810) 966-9339

No waiting! A new home for Summer..
$100 off per month on 12 month lease

Rent starting at $465

Marysville Tire & Auto
3280 Gratiot Blvd.  Marysville
810-364-4700 www.marysvillegoodyear.com

10% OFF Any
Service over
$100 with this ad

Jim MacMillan Jeff Semrow
Family Owned

Marysville

& TCBY Treats
1030 Gratiot Blvd., Marysville

(810) 364-7737
We have your fresh
interests at HEART

ORTHODONT I C S
We Create Beautiful Smiles...

for the whole family!

DR. CHRISTOPHER BRIEDEN
Orthodontic Specialist

St. Clair 810-329-6671 New Baltimore 586-725-4411

For all
real estate needs!

Jim McGuigan

810-434-2991

O’Connor Realty, Inc.
Marysville, MI 48040

Make

one

call

Thomas Woytta, O.D.
Viking Square Plaza 
1100 Michigan Ave. 

Marysville

364-1334

Trucking • Excavating
Sand • Driveway Stone • Top Soil
Land Clearing • Res/Commercial 

Karl Furchak 810-329-6924
Free Est. • Competitive Prices • All Work Insured

Riad Hajjar, MD

Suzanne Al-Jeiroudi, MD

INTERNAL MEDICINE

ASSOCIATES

1201 Stone St.
Suite 5

Port Huron

810-966-9556
Daily Rounds at

Port Huron and Mercy Hospitals

Specializing in Custom Embroidery
Screen Printing • Trophies • Awards

Uniforms & Equipment
Scott Forster, Owner

810-984-3300    www.fs4sports.com

Grave Sites • Columbarium
Perpetual Care • Serving All Faiths

810-985-5323
Cemetery, Chapel and Office
1209 Krafft Rd., Port Huron

We have a space reserved for you!
The advertising that appears on this page

will defray the costs of your newsletter service.
At the same time, your business name

is presented to church families in your area!
Please call us if you are interested in placing an ad

which will support your church.

Please call 
Parish Publishing Solutions at 

800-521-4486

ASSISTED LIVING
1512 CLINTON, ST. CLAIR

810-329-3349

Free Loaner
Free Pickup & Delivery
Free Shuttle

15 Bays • 150 Years
Combined Experience
2 Downdraft Paint Booths

We Work with All Major Insurances   Hrs: M-F 7:30am-5:30pm

810-765-5390

$100.00 Sears Gift Cert. on All 
Damages Over $1000.00 exp 12/06

Collision Center
American/Foreign

1-800-521-4486
Parish Publishing
PO Box 180906
Utica, MI 48317

$15.95 + $4.10
                          shipping and sales tax

Read a
Good Book 

lately?

Designed with footnotes and
cross references for easy

large-print reading and study. 
Doctrinal Bible index.

Soft cover. 

Here is the ideal
New St. Joseph 

American
Catholic Bible 

Block Manufacturer - Transit Mix Concrete
Brick and Builders Supplies
Residential - Commercial

Marine City 810-765-9321    Marysville 810-364-7132
Chesterfield 586-949-1300

“A Family Owned Business Since 1937”

THEUT PRODUCTS

A d v e r t i s i n g!
A Brilliant Idea!

1-800-521-4486


