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Decide Now! 
by Fr. Art Baranowski 

 
Three things are happening in the parish that all ask people to make 

the decision: 
Will I accept being part of the Catholic Church or not. 

One is the RCIA. In the RCIA, adults and high school people study 
and experience the Catholic way of life. Some of the people have never 
been raised in any religion. Some have been members of another 
church. Some are baptized Catholics but not raised with much connec-
tion to the church. Their study in the RCIA goes on for many months. 
The people meet often. Finally each, eventually must decide on joining 
the Church or not joining. 

The other program involves Confirmation students (9th graders) 
and their parents. These students prepare for their full initiation into the 
Catholic Church. They already are baptized and receive the Eucharist. 
Their preparation goes for over a year and involves many meetings, pri-
vate interviews, and two retreats. Over and over again, these 9th graders 
are asked to delay Confirmation until they are ready to commit to being 
part of the Church. Don’t go through the motions and get confirmed. 

Baptism of Infants. Because babies and toddlers have no faith, their 
parents stand up for their children with their own faith. The parents 
commit to the Church, to being part of the Church. Sometimes, the par-
ents asking for Baptism for their children have not been part of the 
Church. The Baptism is delayed until the parents are able to grow into 
their own relationship to the Church.  

How about the rest of us? I wonder how many Catholics, even the 
ones coming regularly to Mass, really have made a clear and conscious 
decision to be the Church. I don’t mean going to church or doing Catho-
lic customs. I mean being the Church. 

In the RCIA and in the Confirmation class, students are told that be-
ing the Church is a call from God. Not everyone seems to receive that 
call. Each of them in the class must pray to find out if being a Catholic 
is their calling.  

I look at the months of study, retreats, and interviews that these 
“new” Catholics in the RCIA and the Confirmation programs take. 
Now, look at the rest of us already Catholic. What do all of the rest of us 
Catholics do? 

(Continued on page 2) 
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INTERESTED IN THE  
CATHOLIC CHURCH? 

FOR: 
 
--anyone with no church or faith 

 
--someone raised in a non-Catholic 
Church but looking  for something    

  more… 
 

--a person baptized a Catholic but 
not raised well in the Church 

 
For information  call 

Fr. Art or Theresa Doyle 
364-4100 

9th Grade Confirmation  
Parent & Child Meeting 

 
Sunday, September 21 

7:00 p.m. 

1st Communion &  
1st Reconciliation  
Parent Meeting 
for 2nd Graders and up 

 
Thursday, September 25 

7:00 p.m.   Rm. 1 

Religious Educations Begins 
 

Sunday, October 5      
10:45 a.m.– 12:00 p.m. 

1st-8th grades 
Wednesday, October 8 
4:00 p.m. –5:15 p.m. 

1st– 8th grades 
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Remember to Keep in Your Prayers: 
Shelley Rumley, Jenet Robb, Gary McCallumore, Beth Jaworski, 

Michelle Janiszewski, Charles Mechan, Pat LaCroix, Patricia Litchfield, 
Dave Figge, Vera McDonald, Leonard Patterson, Ann Cencich, Barb 
Hagen, Sarah Mineau, Scott Trudell, Sandy Gonser, Irma Trasko, Maurice 
Varieur, Marita Ortmann, Cy Grobbel, Judy Smotel, Teresa Orchard, Ted 
Hubbard, Tom O’Brien, Dolly Ferris,  Jackie Earl, Helen Schweihofer,  
Ralph White, Patrick Owens, Sherry Peterson, Marisa Cozza, Helen Siler,  
Dennis Murray, Barry Brockdorff, Fred Hill, Velma Minor, Tom Smith, 
Mary Danna, Linda Hall, Connie Green, Ron Graham, Jim Youngblood, 
Rita Mozal, Jerry Hurley, Raymond Hulbert,  Jose Ramirez, Kevin Shaw, 
Gayle Smith, Betty Visga, Barbara Rumley, Dorothy Horn, Maria Miller, 
Maureen Pochodylo, Lori Charette, Helen Ferris, Kathy & Karen Carty, 
Loreen Metheny, Helen Senik, Florence Ferris, Marlene Konik, Dominic, 
Gino & Jordan Pecoraro, Russel Rumsey, Barbara Stockwell, Mary 
Hodges, Kyle Stivers and those who care for them. 

 
WEEKLY  
CALENDAR 
 
 
Sunday, September 21, 2008 
Women Christ Renews His Parish Retreat 
  
9:30 a.m. Baby/Toddler Sitting  
    10 months –3 yrs.  &    
Children’s  Church 3 yrs.-Kindergarten 
1:00 p.m. Baptisms 
1:00 p.m. Quest Leaders Mtg. 
7:00 p.m. 9th Grade Confirmation Mtg. 
Monday, September 22, 2008 
5:00 p.m. Homebound Ministers Mtg. 
7:00 p.m. Confirmation Small Group  
                 Leaders 
Tuesday, September 23, 2008 
7:00 p.m. Men’s Evening of    
                 Discipleship  
Thursday, September 25, 2008 
6:00 p.m. Pastoral Musicians 
7:00 p.m. 1st Communion /  
  1st Reconciliation Parent Mtg. Rm. 1 
Saturday, September 27, 2008  
 4:00 p.m. Sacrament of    
                              Reconciliation 
Sunday, September 28, 2008 
9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Catechetical   
                                   Retreat   
9:30 a.m. Baby/Toddler Sitting  
           10 months –3 yrs.      
9:30 a.m. Children’s  Church  
                3 yrs.-Kindergarten 
7:00 p.m. Quest Kick Off 

BURIED IN 
CHRIST 

The members of St. 
Christopher’s extend 

their prayers and sympathy to the 
families of Michael Crawford and 
Jean Brockdorff. 

St. Christopher Church 
“Memorial Fund” 

gratefully acknowledges gifts 
in loving memory of: 

 
Lucien Lenn 

Jean Brockdorff 
Paul Moore 

How much time do the rest of us 
give to understanding what being a 
Catholic means? Right now, how 
well could we explain to someone 
what the Catholic Church has to of-
fer the world? What are the unique 
gifts this church of ours has to give? 

After all, our church has been 
around for 2,000 years. There are 
over a billion of us on this planet. 
Do we stand for anything special? 

So, have you made the deliber-
ate decision to be the Church, yet? 
How will you make that decision? 

Ask me, your pastor or ask any 
of the staff working here at St. 
Chris. Any of us will give you one 
or two clear directions on becoming 
a Catholic; even if you happen to be 
one already. 

(Continued from page 1) This Sunday’s  
Gospel  

Matthew 20, 1-16a  
 

 
The first reading from Isaiah  
says that God’s way is not the  
way humans do things. The em-
ployer giving a full day’s wage  
to people only working an hour  
is extremely generous. And, that  
is why God is so striking and so  
different than we are.  
Generosity.  
 

1.  When was it difficult for  
          you to receive without pay-

ing   back? When was it diffi-
cult for you to give without 
expecting at least some grati-
tude in return?  

 
2. What is more difficult for 

you—giving or receiving? 
How has God been generous 
to you in unexpected ways?  

 
3. Describe a time when you  

         were bothered by generosity 
         shown to someone you  
         thought less deserving?  
 
 

Next Week’s Readings  
Ezekiel 18: 25-28 
Philippians 2:1-5 

Matthew 21: 28-32 

National Marriage Encounter 
 National Marriage Encounter is a 
weekend experience of rediscov-
ery and renewal. Using safe and 
loving communication methods, 
couples reflect and dialogue in 
private to make their good mar-
riages even better. Couples of all 
denominations are welcome. For 
more information, call Rich & 
Fran at 586–838–4447 or go to 
www.national–marriage–
encounter.org. 
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Weekday Mass Intentions 
September 22, 2008 –September 26, 2008 

Monday, 9:00 a.m. No Mass 

Tuesday, 9:00 a.m. William Henry Simms, by William Simms 

Wednesday, 9:00 a.m.  Mary Ann Kanakry, by Stella LaBute 

Thursday, 9:00 a.m. James Edwards, by Richard O’Connor 
Friday, 9:00 a.m.  For the Poor Souls in Purgatory, by Helen Cockburn 

Financial Stewardship At  
St. Christopher’s  
September 13 & 14....&10,044.00 
Youth………………….......13.60 

Readings for the Week 
of September 21, 2008 

Sunday, September 21 
Is 55:6-9 
Phil 1:20c-24, 27a 
Mt 20:1-16a 
Monday, September 22 
Prv 3:27-34 
Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday, September 23 
Prv 21:1-6, 10-13 
Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday, September 24 
Prv 30:5-9 
Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday, September 25 
Eccl 1:2-11 
Lk 9:7-9 
Friday, September 26 
Eccl 3:1-11 
Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday, September 27 
Eccl 11:9-12:8 
Lk 9:43b-45 
Next Sunday, September 28 
Ez 18:25-28 
Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5 
Mt 21:28-32  

Weekend Liturgy  
September 27 & 28 

Day/Time Saturday 
5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. 

Sunday 
9:30 a.m. 

Sunday 
11:30 a.m. 

Mass 
Intention 
 

Joan Kosmowski 
by her husband 
Ted 
Dolores 
Sulkowski & 
Daniel Harland 
by the Sulkowski 
family 

Gene Honberger 
(1 year) 
by Greg & Penny 
White 
Lois “Peaches” 
Nurenberg  
(6 years) & 
Judy Lixey  
(21 years)  
by Ron & Fely 
Nurenberg 

Ed Drouillard 
by Pete & Corinne 
Leto 

Casmier Smarch 
(43 years) 
by his family 
 

 Fr. Ritter Fr. Baranowski Fr. Baranowski Fr. Baranowski 
Lector Mitch Neumann 

Richard Schmitt 
Bob Sheehy 
Charlie Andrews 

Joe Tranchida 
Bruce Patchel 

DeAnna Miotke 
Alan Miotke 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Judy Pecoraro 
Vince Pecoraro 
Myrt Lautner 
Roman Lautner 
Gayle O’Donnell 
 

Sue Bewersdorff 
Elaine Mackey 
Fely Nurenberg 
Donna Orr 
MaryAnn Letzgus 
 

Liz Bachler 
Kathy Erb 
Rich Clark 
Julie Lee 
Mike Roosen 
John Szczygiel 
Julia Szcygiel 

Lisa Jones 
Kimberly Erb 
Gabrielle Randall 
Skip Randall 
Mary Russel 
Rich Kliemann 
Carole Kliemann 

Altar 
Server 

Altar Servers 
Needed 

Altar Servers 
Needed 

Stephanie Erb 
Brad Siler 

Adam Cieslinski 

Hospitality 
Ministers 

Craig, Sue & 
Alexandra 
LaDuke 
Chris Doyle 

Jane & Luke 
Dusellier 
Mark Fraley 
Gale Messing 

Greg, Sandy, 
Matthew Schuster 
Bonnie Wylin 

Sam & Karen 
Militello 
Rusty Dellofano 

Baby-
sitting/
Toddler 
Sitting 

  Audra Young 
Jackie & Becca 
Ingles 

 

Coffee & Donuts Ministry 
Call Melissa  364-4100 ext. 6 if you 
would like to be involved in this 

ministry at the   
Sunday  11:30 Mass 

St. Clair County  
Community College 
 
College students are 
invited to gather 

around the flag pole at SC4 on 
Wednesday, September 24 at 
12:15 p.m. to pray for our country 
and our campus. 

St. Mary Parish Mission 
1505 Ballentine St., Port Huron 

September 24th—26th 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

7:00 –9:00 p.m. 
with Father Eugene Hensell, OSB 

Biblical and practical approaches to living the Christian life today 
 

Call St. Mary Parish for  more details 
982-7906 


